Q3 Taxotere
Purchases
Rewarded

with Continved

8% Discount
from DALP!

OA members show
their loyalty to Taxotere
with a great third quarter
2001. The reward for con-
tract compliance is an 8%
discount, one of the best
available in the country.
The new pricing structure
began October 1, 2001.

It should be noted that
the Taxotere contract is a
measured growth product
agreement where the dis-
count is determined by the
total group average per
quarter. OA  members
need to purchase at a rate
that exceeds the national
growth average for all
Taxotere purchases.

By continuing fo stay
focused as a group on the
long term goal of increas-
ing OA’s buying power,
you can expect fo see
greater savings from your
Taxotere purchases.

OA thanks you for your
support in the purchase of
Taxotere.

1-888-732-7352

LA I NSCLC

A Multicenter Randomized Phase |l
Study of Docetaxel/Cisplatin and
Docetaxel/Carboplatin versus
Vinorelbine/Cisplatin in
Chemotherapy-Naive Patients with
Advanced and Metastatic NSCLC

Chandra P. Belani, MD,
Professor of Medicine,
University of Pittsburgh
Cancer Institute,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

cisplatin achieved significantly better

survival compared with vinorelbine
plus cisplatin in treatment-naive patients
with advanced non-small cell lung cancer
(NSCLC). Chandra P. Belani, MD,
Professor of Medicine, University of
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, presented the first results
of the multicenter Phase III study. This
study compared docetaxel/cisplatin to
standard chemotherapy with vinorel-
bine/cisplatin. In addition the study
compared carboplatin/docetaxel to
the standard chemotherapy of vinorel-
bine/cisplatin.

Patients treated with docetaxel/cis-
platin had a one-year survival rate of
46%, with a median survival of 10.9
months. Overall, toxicities were accept-
able, said Dr. Belani.

“Results of this trial were comparable
with those seen by other investigators using
docetaxel/cisplatin The median survival and
one-year survival represent a modest
improvement in the treatment of advanced
NSCLC,” Dr. Belani told listeners.

The Largest Trial Conducted in NSCLC

“This trial was conducted at 139 sites in
28 countries,” Dr. Belani told the ASCO
audience. “It is the largest trial that has

been conducted in NSCLC.”

c hemotherapy with docetaxel plus

www.rcmed.com

The study included more than 1200
men and women 18 years or older
with pathologically confirmed,
unresectable, locally advanced and/or
recurrent or metastatic NSCLC.
Karnofsky performance status was at

least 70%. Median age of the study popula-
tion was 60 years, and most of the patients
were men. About two thirds of patients
had Stage IV disease. Some one third of
those with metastatic disease had involve-
ment of at least three other organs.

Patients were randomized to one of
three treatment groups. Group 1 received
docetaxel 75 mg/m? plus cisplatin 75 mg/m’
every 21 days. Group 2 received docetaxel
75 mg/m? plus carboplatin AUC=6 every
21 days. Group 3 received vinorelbine 25
mg/m?*/week plus cisplatin 100 mg/m?
repeated every 28 days. Treatment was
continued for six cycles or until evidence
of disease progression or unacceptable tox-
icity. There were 406 patients in the
docetaxel/cisplatin arm, 401 in the docetax-
el/carboplatin arm, and 396 in the
vinorelbine/cisplatin arm.

“The study was designed to compare
each of the docetaxel regimens with the
reference standard of vinorelbine/cisplatin.
It was not designed to compare
docetaxel/cisplatin with docetaxel/carbo-
platin,” emphasized Dr. Belani.

Dr. Belani and coinvestigators were hop-
ing to achieve a 2-month improvement in
survival in the present study from 8
months to 10 months. The median survival
achieved with vinorelbine/cisplatin is 10
months compared to 10.9 months for doc-
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